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In America, we deeply value the culture
and the contribution of Mexican Americans.
The United States is a richer place, a more
vibrant place, because people who have—
claim Mexican heritage now are called
United States citizens. And today we honor
those Mexican Americans who live in Amer-
ica, and we consider ourselves fortunate to
have Mexico as a friend and a neighbor.

And so my toast is to Mexico and to the
United States and the people therein. Que
Dios los bendiga. Feliz Cinco de Mayo.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:51 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mexico’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Arturo Sarukhan Casamitjana. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Memorandum on Proposed
Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the
Russian Federation for Cooperation
in the Field of Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy

May 5, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-19

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Energy

Subject: Proposed Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Russian
Federation for Cooperation in the Field of
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation for Coopera-
tion in the Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy, along with the views, recommenda-
tions, and statements of interested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the Agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby
approve the proposed Agreement and au-
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thorize the Secretary of State to arrange for
its execution.

The Secretary of State is authorized to
publish this determination in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 13, 2008]

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 6, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on May 14.

Remarks on Signing a Bill To Award
the Congressional Gold Medal to
Aung San Suu Kyi

May 6, 2008
I just signed a bill passed by the leaders

of the Senate and the House—who have
joined me—to honor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
the—with the Congressional Gold Medal.

This is a fitting tribute to a courageous
woman who speaks for freedom for all the
people of Burma and who speaks in such a
way that she’s a powerful voice in contrast
to the junta that currently rules the country.

Burma’s been hit by a terrible natural dis-
aster. Laura and I and Members of the Sen-
ate and the House here express our heartfelt
sympathy to the people of Burma. The
United States has made an initial aid con-
tribution, but we want to do a lot more.
We’re prepared to move U.S. Navy assets to
help find those who've lost their lives, to help
find the missing, to help stabilize the situa-
tion. But in order to do so, the military junta
must allow our disaster assessment teams
into the country.

So our message is to the military rulers:
Let the United States come and help you
help the people. Our hearts go out to the
people of Burma. We want to help them deal
with this terrible disaster. And at the same
time, of course, we want them to live in a
free society.

I want to thank you for your leadership.
Thank you for your determination to send
a message that America stands with this cou-
rageous woman. Thank you.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 8:49 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the
National League for Democracy in Burma. H.R.
4286, approved May 6, was assigned Public Law
No. 110-209.

Remarks on Military Spouse Day
May 6, 2008

Thank you very much, Phil. I appreciate
you and your band members being here
today. Thanks for entertaining us here on the
South Lawn of the White House. And we
are so glad you have come.

We're honoring six recipients of the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Awards. And as we
do so, we celebrate the contributions and
achievements of our military spouses all
across the country.

Laura sends her very best. She’s heading
down to Texas for—[applause]. She left be-
hind a DVD—{laughter]—with Steve Mar-
tin; said, you might want to watch this before
you head down there yourself. [Laughter]
But she sends her love. And I'm very fortu-
nate to have married such a kind and decent,
compassionate woman.

I appreciate the Secretary of Defense. Sec-
retary Bob Gates is with us. I'm proud you're
here, Mr. Secretary. Secretary Pete Geren
of the United States Army is with us. Sec-
retary Don Winter, U.S. Navy, and his wife,
Linda, have joined us. Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Hoss Cartwright—Gen-
eral Hoss Cartwright and his wife, Sandee,
have joined us. General Dick Cody, Vice
Chairman of the—Vice Chief of Staff of the
U.S. Army, and his wife, Vicki, is with us.
Thanks for coming, General Cody; Master
Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard Skip
Bowen.

Members of the United States Congress—
John  Carter, Susan  Davis, Dutch
Ruppersberger—we’re so honored you all
have come to pay tribute to the military
spouses. I'm really pleased that Mary Jo
Myers, who is a member of the President’s
Council on Service and Civic Participation,
is with us. She’s the wife of General Richard
Myers, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs.
Appreciate the winners’ families joining us
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here today. But thank—most of all, thank you
all for coming.

So here’s why this event is happening.
Twenty-four years ago, President Ronald
Reagan signed a proclamation recognizing
Military Spouses Day. And my own judgment
is, is that we need to recognize military
spouses every day. But this is the time of
year that we honor the wives and husbands
who support our men and women in uniform.
And today it’s my honor to welcome you here
to the White House. I can’t think of a better
place in which to say thanks.

Whether you're signed up for military life
at the recruiting station or at the altar rail,
each person—(laughterl—each person is a
volunteer. And when you married your sol-
dier, sailor, airman, marine, or coast guards-
man, you became more than just part of a
family; you became part of our Nation’s mili-
tary family.

It's not an easy life being in the military,
particularly when we’re at war, and I under-
stand that. For many of you, it means packing
up your belongings and moving on short no-
tice. I suspect a lot of you have been on the
move much more than you thought you
would be on the move. [Laughter] For oth-
ers, it means living in a foreign land, which
can be exciting, but it also means you're far
away from your extended family, and that’s
hard. And for many of you, it means missing
a spouse as he or she serves on the frontlines
in this battle to secure our country and to
spread freedom for the sake of peace.

Being left behind when a loved one goes
to war has got to be one of the hardest jobs
in the United States military. I've talked to
a lot of folks who have been in the theater
and—as well as spouses, and it is clear to
me the harder job, in many ways, is to be
the person at home taking care of the kids
and having sleepless nights as you pray for
safe return.

You're carrying out the burdens. You're
serving our country. And it’s noble service,
and it'’s necessary service. And the United
States [of] * America owes you a huge debt
of gratitude. And so, on behalf of our people,
thank you for what you're doing.

* White House correction.



